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IN PRISON. 

* By which also he went and 
pirits in prison ; which were sometimes disobcdi- 
nt, when once the long s 
he days of Noah, while 
vherewn Jew, that is, 
éy". 


preached unto the 


the ark was preparing, 


I Pet. 3; 19, 20. 

I. This has been regarded as one among the 
exts most difficult of interpretation ; and, as might 
e expected in Such a case different opinious have 
een offered upon it. Most commentators have 
upposed that St. Peter here spoke of Christ’s 
reaching by his spirit through Noah, at the time 
1e ark was preparing, before the deluge. But no 
eason is offered for such view of this scripture, 
xcept the simple fact, that the spirits in prison 
re said to have been disobedient, when once the 
ng suffering of God waited jn the days of Noah, 
Sut this circumstance does not appear to author- 
-e the conclusion that Christ’s preaching to the 
virits in prison, was Noah’s preaching to the ante- 


Vhat was done by his apostles and minsiters 


hom he chose, qualified, and sent into the world! 
. . . ~ . 4 
ight justly be, aud often is, referred to Christ, as 
he were personally engaged in the work,—/cially commissioned to be ministers of the doc- 


ut we know of no apostolical usage f8r attribu- 
ng directly to him.any works performed by men 


store lie came into the world. The preaching| 


the spirits in prison is ascribeddireetly toChrist, 
id-is introduced as somethingwhich he perform- 
after his resurrection, or his having been quick- 
ied by the spirit: ‘For Christ algo hath once 
ffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 


months from the time of subscribing. | 


uffering of God waited in| 


eight souls, were saved by wa- | 


luvians. This preaching is ascribed to Christ. ! 
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i ; . : 
| were ina 


prison of darkness at the ti 


a 


ins which they committed when on the earth ; 


| 
i|s 
/preach to them and to save them. 


| passage, 

triarchs and prophets, as that which this explana- 
tion would make St. Peter to teach in this place. 
The ministry of the patriarchs and prophets ran 
thro’ the space of nearly four thousand years; aud 
jthey were commissioned of God to warn the peo- 
people of all real dangers incurred by their con- 
duct. Now, since they did not, in this Jong peri- 
\od, apprize the people that they were liable to be 
¢ast into a prison after death for the punishment 
of theirsins, on earth, we feel obliged to conclude 
that such infernal prison was not one of the dau: 
gers to which they were exposed. It will not be 
jto the pointto reply here, that we may as well 
conclude that the doctrine of life and immortality 
is Not true, because it was not revealed under the 
Old Testament dispensation, for this doctrine is 
contained in the Old 'T. tho’ notso clearly revealed 
there as inthe New. But what if immortality, as 
the final inheritance of mankind, has not been re- 
| vealed atall under that former dispensation?» ft 
is what God has secured to all men by his own 
| Purpose and grace, and is notto be either obtain- 


It is therefore, as it relates to the present question, 


ight bring us to God being put to death in the 
sh, but quickened by the spirit, by which also he 
ent and preached unto the spirits in prison,’— 
ow itis clear, that if there was any such work 
is here described, (and we expect to show that, 
ere was,) performed by Christ’s own power and 
thority subsequently to his being quickened by 
e spirit, it will be most reasonable to apply this 
ct to that subsequent work, 


Others have understood St. Peter to teavh in 
s place, that the spirits of the antedeluyi 


a different subject entirely from that of rewards 
and punishments for human conduet. And fur- 
ther, the patriarchs and prophets were not espe-| 


| 
i 
ltrine of life and immertality ; but they were espe- 
l hyd . 

jcially commissioned to be the ministers of the doc-| 


‘trine of rewardsand punishments, It was incum- 


‘bent on them, by virtue of their appointment 
from God, to encourage the people in virtue and| 
dissuade them from sin, by plainly declaring to 
them the benefits of the former, and all the real) 


evils of the latter. 
un faithfulness ; and consequently, as they did not) 
warn the people of a prison for punishment after! 
death, we cannot admit that such a prisun was one 
of the evils to which they were exposed. Ac- 
cordingly we consider it proper, and even requis-| 
ite out of respect for the sacred scriptures, ‘to take 
the position, that if this passage, written in the 
year of the world 4063, will admit of any other 
fair construction, it ought not to be applied to the 
doctrine, unrevealed before, of such an infernal 


prison, as a place of retribution for the people of) 


2 as 
me of Christs) ject of dis 
coming into the world’s uffering punishment for! 


and that the spirit of Christ, between his deatin 
and resurrection; went down jnto that prison, to 
But we have 
\the following reasons to offer, which weigh con- 
iclusively in our mind, against this view of the 


L. Nosuch doctrine was ever taught by the pa-| 


ed or lost by means of their own performances, | 


e€ cannot accuse the Wi. : ee ; 
w f eithem of either of the above noticed opinions, we will now 


NUMBER 


Course, Nor as amotive of fear to res- 
train sinners, nor as if he had designed to give 
any new information. He was urging upon his 
brethren the example of Christ, who suffered for 
sinners, and being raised again from the dead, pur- 
‘sued their interests, instructing and enlightening 
‘those who were in prison. His mention of the 
| spirits, or as Wakefield translates it, ‘the minds 
lof men in prison,’ is introduced incidentally, to 
illustrate the remarks concerning Christ’s devoted- 
| Ness to the interests of mankind, and the benefits 
jof his mission which extended to sinners. But 
jnothing appears here like a design to introduce 
jaby new doctrine in relation to the dangers of 
isin. 

3. If St. Peter meant to teach that all who died 
in utbelief before the coming of Christ had been 
kept in a state of suffering in an infernal prison, 
jand were visited by Christ’s disembodied spirit 
between his death and resurrection, why did he 
mention those in particular, and those only; why 
were drowned iu the deluge ? 


i} 
| 
i] 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| This reference ta 
ithe antedeluvians, and the mention of the few of: 
jthem who were saved upon the water, indicates + 
design to introduce a comparison between that case 
and some other; but it does not appear designed to 
jteach the doctrine that all unbelievers, 
lof life, are to be consigned to 


| 
| 
| 


at the close 
an infernal prison 
jafter death: 


| 4. The scripture before us does not say that the 
|work here ascribed to Chri 


ithe time 


St was performed ir: 
vetween his death and-resurrection. Nor 
are we informed by any other passage that Christ 


iperformed any work during the time when 
jhe was in hades the state of death. The 
jlanguage of this text, with the preceding con- 


jtext, implies that the work which is here ascribed 
to Christ, was performed after, bis resurrection : 
|‘ Being put to death in the flesh, and quickened by 
jthe spirit, by which he also went and preached 
“unto the spirits in prison” He was put'to death 
jiu the flesh, then quickened by the spirit of God, 
land then, by the same spirit or power by which he 
was raised from the dead, he went and preached 
to the spirits in prison. ; 


}uD 
{ 5 . . * 
| If Having given our reasons against adopting 


present what we consider a rational and Scriptural 
interpretation of the passage. And here we will 
premise that the word spirits in the Scriptures, 
sometimes means men, or the minis of men, who 
are alive in the flesh. ‘The spirits of just men 
made perfect,’ (Heb. 12 : 23) unto whom the He. . 
brew Christians had come, were certainly living 
men. St. Paul’s Hebrew brethren had come into 


those former ages. 
2. But St. Peter does not here introduce the 
mention of the spirits in prison as the maia sub- 


aunison of mind and spirit with just men made 
perfect inlove. And inthe phrase, Father of spir- 
its, ( Heb. 12: 9) the same sentinient js dpiienais 
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as in saying, ‘We are all his “offspring?” God is|th 
our Father ; and é is the God of the spiri's of all) with ther always even 
flesh : that is, he is the God of all men. 

Bat with regard to this word in the text before 


& gospel. to ‘every. creature } promising ns be 
unto the end of. the 


\ 


(or the: minds of'men 

were disobedient shew onee the long a “4 
God waited inthe days of Nouh.’ Must not this 
language be understood to mean, that Chiist 


us, thére are several various readings in ancient 
copies of the New Testament. Dr. Adam Clarke } 
says thatin some Greek MSS, it reads in spirit, 
the word spirit applying to Christ : ‘By which he 
came tn spirit, and preached to them who were in|) 
prison?’ And he says he had before bim, when 
writing his Commentary, one of the first editions 
of the Latin Bible, in whieh the verse stands.thus: 
By whicli lve came spiritually, and preached to 
them who were in prison,’ In several very ane 


cient MSS. of the Vulgate the clause is similar: a 
‘ Chiist came in spvrit and preached to them: who) i 


were in prisea,’ 

But taking the word sptris, as. in Our Common 
version, to stand for iS persons who were “the, 
subjects of Chirisv’s’ ntinietry, we inquire, Whol 
were these spirits, or men 2s Wakefield renders it 
minds of mien, in prison, to whom Christ went to 
preach after his resutrection from the dead ? On 
this question the scriptures gave, us 
information. 


satisfactory 
The Lord said by the prophet Isaiah | 
‘ Behold my servant whons I uphold ; 
in whom my soul delighteth ! 


mine elect 
i have put my 
spirit upon ‘him ; he shall bring forth jadguient to) 
‘the Gentiles. ; 

44 . + J the Lord have called thee in right- ||‘ 
eousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, 


for a light of the Gentiles: to open the blind eyes, 


and give thee fora covenant of the people,)} 


to bring Ontthe prisoners from the prigon, arid) 
tem that sit in darkuess out of the pr isonhouse.’| 


‘the head of this article, was the first who went to 
He enjoy- 


St. Peter, the author cf the passage which j is ah 


the Gentiles with the gospel ministry, 
ed the high satisfaction of seeing his labors among 
them plessed, to the enlightening of pet num- 
‘bers of these &mindsof men in prison, who had 
been without God and without-hope in the world.) 
And whenhe gave the rest of the apostles and 
brethren at Jerusalem the information which | 
Christ bad giver bim, and related to them the ef-) 
fects of his preaching to the Gentiles, they ¢ glorifi- 
'e. God,saying,“Phen bath God also to the Gentiles, 

igrantéd repentance tnto life.’ Wheu Jesus con- 
‘verted Saul, he Commissioned hint to go unto ‘ the 
‘people and the Gentiles ; to open their eyes, and’ 
‘to turn thei from darkness to fight, aud from the. 
ipower (ihe captivity) of Satan unto God? And 
,| when Pauland Barnabas witnessed the contradic- 

tion and blasphemy of the Jews in Antioch, they } 


‘said to them, ¢ ft was necessary that the word of 
\God should first have been spoken to yous but, 
seeing ye put it fron: you, and jedge yourselves | 
unworthy of everlasting life, lof we turn to the) 
Gentiles ; for so hath the Lord commanded us, 
‘say ing, Ihave set thee to bea light of the Gentiles, | 
‘that thou slouldst be for salvation unto the ends} 
j of the earth” | 
| Nowa!! these things were done after Christ was} 
: 
| 
| 


i) 
i 
+ 


putto death inthe fiesh, and quickene ed by the| 
‘spirit, And as the Apostles did all things, in the: 
work of (le ministry,tbrough Christ who stret nth’ 


im 
vened then, through 


iseed § 


theit preaching to the Gen-|, 


drowned by the flood? In answer, we remark, 
\that the same description of people are some- 
times, in the scriptures, spoken as the Faine 
in his 


Wakefeld, translation of the New Yesta- 


iment, supplies the word as here, to express the 


sense which he thinks the connection authori- 
zes. Hethinks that the scope of the apostles 
discourse, and especially the word few, (* where- 


lin féw were saved upon the water’) denotes a 


comparison which must be expressed by supply- 
ing the word as,-—thus ¢ 
and preached to the minds ef mer in prison, 
who. were disobedient as those upon whom the 
long suffering of God waited in the days of No 
ah: meaning that he preached to the Gentiles 


|who were alive onthe earth in the apostelie 


jage, but were as disobedient as the anteceluvi- 
ans. But wedo not perceive the need of this 
jsupplement of the word, .es, to express the 
Jseuse in this case, Wewould take as # stands, 
Christ, after bis resurrection” aeeap to the 
jsame peuple, in the sense in which the seript- 
ures often of a people, though not to ‘the same 
individuals, who weie sometimes disobedient i 
be days of Noah. ‘Ged saidtd Abraham, ‘Tay 
hall be astranger.in a Jand that. is pot 
j:Heirs and chall serve thetn four hundred veers. 
|Andalso that nation whom they shall serve will 
1 Judge; and afterwards they shall come cut 
with great substance.’ Not one of the individ- 
uals who went down into Egypt lived toga cut 
vgain s yet they who went were the sate peo- 


preached to the same ihdividuals who were 


people when the same indvidnals are not meant? 


‘By which he went 


Here the Gentiles are expressly called paiadnenene les who were beld captive in sin, ee she ple. And long after all the individuals who | 
ALN Be ath dT ‘ . 2 ui ye Ve ANSE. QU wer y Boy dos d j vey ; | 
sittiag in darkyess, and inthe prisonhause. And EASES ling to meb who were in prisot 3 went pri: of Egypt were dead, their posterity | 
the elect servant of God, his Messiuh, was not ou-) ascribes directly to ‘Christ this gospel ministry, were addressed, even {rom generation to geber-- ) 
% i Bit a k A 1 er c : a> 
ly tobe a covenant of the people bsrael,buta light ‘which the apostles bore unto the Ge utiles after his|ation, es the same people who were ehosen of | 
: ‘ 1 ¢ ‘pee nm) } ; 
. : ‘ = . eo to Gentile believers, wlhio!'God and redeemed fromthe bondage of Bgyps | 
algo unto the prisoners of the Gentiles, by the en-| resurrection ¢ Speaking to These formed on ; PML IE ean | 
f his trail Pats Ap Hehe ie tesa been strangers from the covenant of promise, xese formed one grand civision of the human 
ergy of his wwuih epening their eyes, and deliver-| eae LA MOEN EO RRHG) VALAIS REITER ote ae || 
Hhaving no hope, and without God in the world, he "ace. nother gran ivision was called hea- 


ing ther from thew dark imprisonment, Again :|) 


concerning his chosen servant, the Lord said, ¢ is 


is alight thing that thou sbouldst be my servant to} 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the) 
preserved of israel, Fwill also give thee for a 
jight to the Gentiles that thou mayest be my sal- 

vation unto the end of the earth, “That thou! 
mayest say tothe prisoners, Go forth to them that 
are in darkness, Show yourselves : they shall fer d) 
jn the ways, aud their pastures shall be iu all high) 
places.’ ia another place Christ biniself is rep- 
resented a3 saying, ¢ The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me, to 
preach good tidings unto the tueck ; he hath seut 
ine to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim lib- 
erty to the captives, and the opehing of the pris- 
onto them that are bound? Bat 


ing aud libe rating of the’ Gentiles, who were es-) 
pecially ineant by those in darkuess and in prison,|) 
did not go into effectual operation until he had 
been put to death in the flesh, and quickened again) 
by the spiritof God. During his hve... the fesh,) 
he charged lis ministering disciples, saying, ¢ Go), 
notin the way of the Gentiles, and any city of 
the Sainarifans enter ye not, but go rather tothe 
ost sheep of the house of Israel? But when he 


this work of, 
Christ, so far at least a3 it relates to the enlighten) 


says, ‘ But now, ip Christ Jesus ye,who sometimes: 
| wege afar offfare niade igh by the bleod of Chirist.: 
Forhke is our peace, who bath made both one, 7 
‘& hath brokerr down the iniddle wall.ef partition | 
between Us; and came, and preache a 
ipence.to you which were afar ee and, to thei 
u iat were nigh. Jn this cuse, St. Paul speaks! 
‘of what was doue, after Christ, by bis “death and| 
‘resurrection, had broken down the widdle wall of] 


pouch 


ibens, or Gentiles. And although these par- 
ticular names were not applied fo them in No» 
ah’s time, there was then the same description 
of people ; indeed they then constituted a very 
large portion of the worlds They were men 
jin prison, ignorant, idolatrous and disobedient. 
they were in’Ncah’s time, and St. Paul 
describes the Gentiles to be in his titme. But 
io this people, nen in prison, 
without God-in the world, ahll upon whom the 


a 
a 


artion between Jews aud Gentiles. Before his; 
ase ension, Christ did net go per gonaily on a mis-| 
son to the Gentile nations, ‘Phe 
peace here mentione d, was borne by his apostles) 
the Gentiles, who are siguified by them who are) 
afar olf, Yetst Pat al ascribes tie work directly to! 
Christ, saying, «He ..* + came, and preached 
peace to you which were afar off? In this way 
/turough the ministry of his word by ‘his faith fal) 


ministry off 


eet 


preachingyof Noah when the long suffering of 
Ged waited while rie ark was preparing, wae 
so ineffectual-that only eight persons were cav- 
fed upon the water-—to them Christ, 


ed servants, to the enlighteving and liberating 
of thousands. The comparison is between the 


few who were affected. by .Nozh’s preaching, 


ple who were effected by the preaching of Je- 


‘diseiples,, afier he was putto death in the flesly 
an quickened by the sparit, Jesus wentand preach- | 
fed unto tre benighted Gentiles, to open the: blind 
eyes, to bring eut prisoners from the prison, and! 
‘them that sat in darkness out of the prison house, 
Acd this, we are fully persuaded, is the-fact which 
St. Peter intended to express by the words under 
consideration. . R 


had keen put to deatli and raised again, he coin- 


How then shall we understand the saying, | 


spirits in prison, had his mind on the extension e 


thermore evident fron: what follows inthe: 
mnanded them to go into all the world, aud preaci} By which be went and preacher to the apirite chapters orasmuch then as Christ hath 


sus Christ 3 for though but one side of the com 


parison, theo, is directly expressed, the oth= 
eris he 


ing died for the unjast to bring them to God, and 
going after his resnerection and preaching td t 


che gospel to the benighted Gentiles, appears far 


without hope and | 


after hig 
resurrection preached the gospel by ‘hime iuspir+ 4 


and the many of the same description of peo- 


? 


| 
/ 


thesune mind... .. ./For the: time past of ow 


the Gentiles, when we walked in lascivi dusHess, 
hists, excess of wine, revelings, banquetings, aud 


(Strange thatye run not with them, to the same ex. 
ces of riot speaking evil of you; who shall give 
aceount to hin that is ready to juege the quick 
and the dead.’ 
Dr. Adam Clarke shall express for us: ‘They shall 
give arcount of these irregularities to Him who is 
‘prepared to judge both the Jews and thie Gentiles. 
The Gentiles* previously to. the preaching of the 
gospel among them, were reckoned to be dead in 
trespasses and sins, (Eph. 2: 1-6.) The Jews had 
atleast, by their religious profession, a name to 


God’ 
Our upostte proceeds to say, (v. 6.) ‘For this 
tause was the gospel preached ulso to them that 
are dead, that they might be judged according to 
men in the flesh, but live-aecording to: God in the 


spirit,” Wakefield translates this verse as follows: 


| 
| 


| 
] that some will be punished as carnal men, 
but others lead a sviritual life unto God. Mack- 
night renders it, ‘For this purpose hath the gospel 
been preached to the dead, (i. e. the Gentiles,) by 
“that although they might be condemned, indeed,, 
meninthe flesh,(their persecutors,) yet they might 
live eternally hy God in the spirit? Knatebbull’s) 
wanslation of itis, ‘For this cause was the gospel 
preached to them that were dead ; that they who} 
live according to. men in the flesh may be con- 
denned; bat that they. who live according to God 
in the spirit may live.’ All these agree in under- 
| Standing the dead in this place to mean thé Gen- 
tiles. They were morally in prison and in the 
region of theshadow of death, St. Paul. addres-| 
sing the Gentile believers, said, You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins,’ 
But to return to the words which are placed at 
the head of this piece: the arguments which we 
| have presented render it clear to us, that this pas; 
jsage has reference, not io an infernal prison for 
the literally dead, but to the diffusion of the ben-| 
efits ofthe gospel among the benighted Gentiles, 
subsequently to the death and resurrection of| 
hrist. ‘ 
Reader, let us beigrateful to God, that he has 
bent the blessed gospel of life, through a crucified 
land risen Saviour, to them wo were in darkness 
nd in the prison house, and that we, who are of 
Gentile descent, are set free Upon the high hills 


of the gospel of the dead,’ [the unconverted Gen- 
tiles, 


life may sufiice us to, have wrought the will of 


abominable idolatries ; wherein | they think it, 


Our opinion on this last clause! 


live, and by that profession were bound to live to} 


. . . i} 
‘For this indeed was the effect of the preaching, 


jing. Father forgive them, for they know no 
|What they dow Luke xxiii, 34, 
[the context, ‘Greater love hath no Iman 
jthis, that a man lay down his life for his 
ver. 13. Yet he 
this; for he laid down his life 
‘Por when we were without strength, 
lime Christ died for the ungodly. 
for a righteous man will one die; yet peradven 
jture for a good man some would even dare ti 
die. But God commendeth' his lov 
lin that, while we 
for us.’ “Rom. v. 6—8. Ifany further proo 
were needed of Christ’s love to the disobedien 
it may be found in the declaration that he 
resembles the Father, as to be the 
of his glory, and the ex 
son,’ Heb. i. 8, in connexion with the uniforn 
‘estimony of nature and revelation, that ‘the 
Lord is ‘good unto all, and his tender mercies 
jare over ‘all his works,’ Pesalin exly, 9 
lalso Mat. v. 43—48 and vi 

ship of Jesus to men, therefore, does not de 
on their obedience, 

2. Obedi 
test, aud the only certain test, of our friendship 
to him. No matter kow much friendship we 
profess, no matter how much we talk about him 
if we do not obey him, we have no geod reason, 
nor have others any good Treason, to believe that 
we truly love him, 
‘Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever Icom- 
mand you.” Our Saviour very beautifully il- 
lustrates this truth by the figure of u tree. «A 
good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruits neith- 
re doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit’— 
For every tree is known by his Lown froit 
Luke vi. 43,44, What this was said with ref. 
erence to men and their actions is evident frou 
Mat. vii. 15—17. + Beware of fale 
which come to you in sheep’s cloth 
wardly they are Tavening wolves. Ye sha! 
know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even sx 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, buta 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
We are not to judge concerning the 
ofa tree by the appearance of its 
mey bave a very luxuriant foliage, and yet be 
as destitute of fruit as the fig-tree which Jesu: 


| frierids 


| 
| 
i 
| 


e toward us 


! 
i 


Se 


- See 


penc 


i 


€ prophets. 
ing, but in- 


quality 
leaves, Ii 


vf gospel light, where the Lord coimmandeth his 
leesing, even life forevermore. And let us well 
egard the sentiment which our apostle enjoins 


saw ‘in the way,’ and ‘came to it, and founc 
nothing thereon, but leaves ouly.’ ‘Mat. xxi 19. 
So aman may make abundant demonstration: 


of love to the Redeemer, he may converse 


pon us, to” be like-minded with Christ, who suf. 
ered even for the good of the unjust; and who 
‘when he had died and risen again, visited with 

ihe blessings of his love the poor and imprigoned 
pf our rdce.— Universalist Expositor, 


NOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES, 


‘ ¥e aremy ftiends, if ye do whatsoever Icom- 
md you.’ John xv, 14, 


In these words of our Saviour, 


specially to be observed: — 


two things are 


jduently and with the appearance o 


f the utmost 
interest, he may even presuade himself that he 


He rays in 
than | 


manifested greater love than 
for his enemies,— 
in due} 
For scarcely 


were yet sinners, Christ dicd 


ohrroht Heke 
brightness | 
press 1nage of his per- 


i, 9-11. The friend: 


ice to the precepts of Jesus js the 


LOUS INQUIRER AND GOSPEL, ANCHOR). 195" 
selves likewise with i k. His friendship to us does not depend on our|he wrap himself in the garments, and endeyor’ 
ri obedience to hin; he does not say, I am yourto countorleit the demeanor, of a sheep, yet if 
| friend, if ye obey me; but ye aremy friends if yejhis actions be those of the wolf, they will effect- 
j;d0 so. His labors afford sufficient evidence ot lually expose him. 4 
jis friendship to the disobedi is whole , 
jis friend wie to a ie a ed il : His: W tae ‘Nothing but truth, before thy throne, 
ee Pastdaaibe thelwoee Urnine the vt j 
lanehaa, vi C He i pete, 0 turny gt 5) With honor can appear: 
/Clsobedient away froni their transeression. And a : 
i| an , ie ; SB Ray anc ‘The painted hypocrites are known 
ibe manifested his friendship for this class, ever|| «iets 3 
; pe ik i Through the disguise they wear 
iin the hour of death; for when ‘he hung on the t 
(cross, he prayed for hisinhuman murderers, say.‘ Ye are my friends !f ye do whatsvever I com- 


So 


What has Jesus conimanded? 
far as our duty towards men. is concerned, the 
substance ofall his precepts is contained in ihjs 
short sentence—* This is my commandment, 
| Phat ye love one another, as T have loved you.” 
| 
| 
| 


mand von? 
( eens you. 


i 


if 


Wwe: 
by the 
it comprehends our whole duty 
After enumerating eeveral spe- 
jcilie duties, he says;—‘if there be any other 
oMmmandment, it is briefly comprehended in 
is saying, thou shalt love thy neighbor ag thy- 
3e1f, Love worketh no ill to his neighbor; 
ere love is the fulfilling of the la 
9, 10. Sw 


The subje 


iver, 22. En connexion -with this: precépt, 
hall do well to consider the reason given 
j:postie why 
_jt0Wards nen. 
Hl 

| 


) 
C 
| 
Ihe 


there- 
*-Rom. xii. 


f 
1 


We 


| 
} 
| 
| 
1 
| 


| 
I 
ct now seems clear and plain — 
There is atest, a sure test, by which we may de- 
ermine with tolerable accuracy whether we, or 
lothers, are truly friends of the Redeemer. We 
nay now that we are his friends,if we love our 
fellow-men; for this is his commandment that we 
| love onéanother. We may know that we love our 
|:ellow-men, if we desire their good, and endeay- 
lor to increase their happiness, by al 
voiding to injure them; tor 
to, hig neighbor.’  'Phis test, orrule, when sim- 
plified, and broueht into its shortest compass, is 
| his:—-we may know that we love the Lord Je- 
js08 in sincerity, iffin obedience to his precept, 
we do good’ to our fellow-men ;. In ot/rer words, 
if we obey this injunction,o« All things what- 
soever.ye would that men should do to you, do 
\y@ €ven so to them; for this is the Jaw and the 
lprophets.’ Mat. vii, 12 


hae 


n 


means 


‘love worketh no ill 


i 


By this test let us try ourselves. Let usnever 
deceive ourselves with the vain idea that we are 
ihe trends of Jesus, while our hearts are desti- 
tute of love towards them for'whom he labored, 
ind suffered, and died. No matter how strong 
our faith may. be, it is useless, unless it work by 
love&paurify the heart. No matter how highly 
our feelings may be excited when wé meditate 
on his Jove, or hear another describe the extent 
of divine crave even though we be lifted up to 
the third heaven, and know notiwhether we. be in 
the body or out of the bedy,—if we depart. and 
Straightway forget what manner of persons we 
are, if we willfully injure or defraud our breth- 
ren, or intentionlly ‘work ill’ to them in any res- 
pect whatever, all our raptures are unprofitable, 
ind do not afford the slightest evidence of lovo 
to the Redeemer, Let no man deceive himself, 
‘He that doeth righteousness is righteots, even 
she is righteous.’ 1, John iii. 7 Acdinner 
may talk about righteousness, and ¢ommend it ; 
ut he only is righteous who practices it. And 


's enraptured and in ecstacy, while he contem- 
plates the great love wherewith Christ hat! 
loved us,—and yet’if he do not obey the precept: 


tman may talk about loving the Redeemer, and 
the transports which such love affords; but he 
nly loveth the Lord in sincerity who obeys his 


of Jesus, he is barren and fruitless, and al] this 
how of friendship 18 to be accounted as ‘leaves 
only.’ By such appearances it is impossible to 
judge accurately concerning the spiritual estate 
f ourselves or others. But as the fruit indi. 
‘ates the true quality of a tree, so, the actions o} 


4 man indicate hie true character, And althougl, 


| 
; 


vrecepts, by loving men with that kind of love 
which ‘ warketh no ill to his neighbor, 


Trumpet 


He thet rebuketh a inan shall afterwards find 
more favor, tham he that flattereth with his 
tongue, 


s ® 
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THE REPOS Lia Eee AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. 


(Communteattons, | 


Git ginal. 


‘ EXTRACTS mo | 
FROM AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL. 

The occasion, which has called us together this 
afternoon, is one of deep and lively interest to 
every true-hearted Universalist. What is there 


under the broad canopy of beayen, that can excite 


in the bosom ofa sincere believer, emotions more} 9% 


joyful, or call more fully into exercise, the power-| 
ful energies of his enlightened mind, than to be-| 
hold young and innocent children meet together} 
to receive lessons of moral instruction? Such a| 
sight is pleasing beyond the power of language to 
deseribe. It forcibly impresses upon us the be- | 
lief of the exalted state of human nature, and ur- 
ges ith an irresistible energy the idea of an im-) 
rnortal and happy hereafter. It destroys the God- 
dishonoring doctrine of endless misery, and ena- 
bles us to realize all the joys and consolations 
arising from a belief in a world’s redemption. | 

Atthough Iam strongly attached to Sabbath/ 
Schools, properly conducted, yet I aim no advocate 
for the Sunday School Union, neither is my faith 
very strong in training up a ‘Christian party in 
Politics.’ But, however much opposed 1 may be} 
to the sectarian schemes of the day, yet lam a 
sincere aud humble advocate for the promotion 
of virtue and piety amongst the children of this 
school—that virtue which is from above—which 
is oure unadulterated charity—love. 


f 


God in his infinite wisdom and goodness has 
) pleased to create us social and intelligent be- 
ings. And, therefore, it is one of the strong laws 
of our nature, to endeavor to be useful to our fel- 
low beings. 
There is nothing that throws over the character 
ofan such a halo of lustre, or encircles it with 
uch bright and heavenly beams of glory, as those 


beet 


sjantaneous acts of benevolence which he confers}: 


upoo his fellow mortals, This God-like part of 
the huevan character, so far from being decried 
by the doet#ine of God’s efficient grace, is by all 
ita heavenly keauty—by all its combined energies, 
refined and eleyated, and made to stand forth 
more conspicuously onthe canvass of human 
character. 


plied by those who voluntarily labor in the vin- 
yard of moral and intellectual improvement. 
With these introductory remarks, I proceed to 
affer gome observations, for the serious consider- 
stionef the scholars belonging to this school. 
And the first thing which I wish to impress 
your minds with, is to ‘remember now thy Cre 
ator, in the days of thy youth; when the evil days 
come not, and the years draw nigh in which thou 
shalt say 1 have no pleasure in them.’ Your 
heavenly Father has placed you in this happy land 
of peace, plenty and safety,—he has surrounded 
you with enumerable blessings and favors. You 


gee the bright luminary of day sheding its en- 
livening ‘beams over all, and causing universal 
nature to sing aloud for joy. Placed as you are 


pleasure, which he hath purposed in bimself; that 
in the dispensation of the fullness of times, he 


a virtuous life. 


jsociety. You know that sin has filled our yails) 


jalone will keep you from the tempest-beaten 


There can be no brighter or happier} 
illustration of this remark, than that which is sup-j 


‘is rich in mercy, sent his ¢ well beloved son’ into! 
our worid, that he might ‘ make known unto us 
‘the mystery of his will, according to his good 


might gather together in one all things in Christ 
both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even inhim.’ After this evidence of your 
Creator’s goodness, is there not moving within 


jyou a boly principle of gratitude—a sublime spirit) 


f loveand adoration for the Great Giver of all 

good? © ; 

—‘O, ye children of his love, 

By mercy called to mount above, 
From sin and sorrow too; 

Let angels to your songs give place, 

For you can sing redeeming erace,— 
A song forever new.’ 


* * * * He z 


* # * 


Once more, let me solemnly 
impress your minds with the importance of living 
Happiness is the great end and 
aim of all our actions; and therefore, if you would 
live happy, you must live virtuous. Do you wish 
to grow up honest and respectable men and wo- 
men? The only way to attain so desirable a situa- 
tion is to follow in the pleasant paths of virtue. 
You have seen the awful monster vice committing 
its ravages, upon some of the fairest members of 


and State prisons with dishonest and degraded 
men. Would you avoid participating in all such 
hocrid scenes of guilt and wretchedness ? Lay 
‘hold, then, upon the eternal rock of virtue, which 


shores of misery. Bear it constantly in mind that, 
if you commit apy crime whatever, God will by 
no means hold you guiltless, but will bring upon 
you wrath, tribulation and anguish. For ‘there is 
no peace to the wicked saith my God.’ - As well 
might one expect to live in a firey furnace, as to 
be happy in the exercise of sinful propensities. If} 
youcan burn your flesh and not feel the smart, or 
ifyou can stop your ears and yet hear, then you 
can sin and not suffer its consequence. 

But remember that {‘the righteous shall be re- 
compenced in the earth, much more the wicked 
and the sinner.’ J.B. 
Hudson, N. pee 


° WISDOM’s WAYS,’ 
Original. 


Many are the ways which are presented to the 
children cf earth, but wisdom’s ways are the 
most excellent of all She is a friend to fe 
human family and never leads one traveller as- 
tray who heeds her call, and walks in her 
paths, yet many think hera foe toman. Her 
ways, they imagine, are. hedged with thorns 
and strewed with briars. I wil! tell a tale. 
Caution and Careless, two young men, set out 
upon a journey in search of happiness, Arriy- 
ing at a spot where two roads met, they paused 
to consult which road was proper for them to 
iake, in order to gain the object of their search. 
They had not jong deliberated. before an old 
man made his appearance, leaning upon a staff. 
Said he, ‘once I was young, and now I am old, 


\ynder such circumstances and in such situations 


y|yet neversaw I the righteous forsaken or his 


ought you not to remember, with filial gratitude 
the bountiful Donor of all these’ blessings? 


seed begging bread.’ Géieless raised his foot, 
to kick the old man’s staff from under him, 


? 


Benides all these temporal blessings, God, who! which Caution prevented; at the same time re- 


jery, her most,decided enemy, 


1 


i 


lesty,’ ‘Subriety,’ 


|spectfuily remarking, —‘we willbe ‘obliged to 


thee, Father, if thou wilt tell us which of” the-e 
roads will lead to happiness.’ ‘Most willingly, 
dear youths,’ said the man of silvery locks, ‘the 
road on your left hand leads to the cities of 
‘Falsehood,’ ‘Theft,’ ‘“Drunkenness,’ and many 
others ofa similar crimival character. Happi- 
messin these places js a total stranger, for ifis- 
has guarded the 
gates ofall these cities against her, so that she 
cannot enter. Itis true that all who trayel 


ithis road are promised happiness in their travels, 


but the promise is never redeemed, being made 


fonly to delude. On your»right hand, is the 
road’ which leads to the cities of ‘Zrauth,’ ‘Hon- 


and many others of the same 
virtuous characters. Here misery is little 
known, as happiness guards with a watchful 
eye, every gale and avenue; against the en- 
trance of aught that will mar the ‘souls calm 
sunshine and the leartfelt joy’ which reigu 
throughout ker dominions. If you, then, my 
young friends would live with Happiness, you 
must take this road, called in the great chart 
‘wisdom’s ways,’ which by interpretacion mean- 


jeth ‘ways of pleasantness and paths of peace.’ 


The old man passed along. * 
Caution heard this short speech with atten- 
tion, but Careless with impatience. And here | 
the two youths parted, Caution taking the right 
and Careless the left read, agreeing, however, | 
that after a certain time, they would meet 
again, and make a fair report of their adyent- | 
vres. Atthe time appointed they met, and | 
thus Careless told his tale. ¢ Sinte we parted 

[ have visited all the places on theroad to ruin, | 
(for such it truly is) and I have met with | 
nought but vexation and disappointment. Mu-_ 
ny paths which I heve eutered, appeared vem 
beautiful, but I found them infeicvad with sea | 
pents ach adders. Many pursuits, in which {)) 
have engaged, appeared to be calculated to en-. 
sure the object for which I sought, but the end 
was misery. Inthe city of Falscheod, Ijlost 
my integrity, in Drunkenness [I lost my sobrie- 
ty, and I return empty handed, without reputa-. 
tion, and without a conscience free from offence 
but stained and polluted, sothat my punishe 
ment is greater than] can bear. I despised 
Instruction and dearly have I bought Experi 
ence.’ ‘My fortune,’ said Caution, ‘has bee 
entirely the reverse of yours. True pleasure 
have attended me, an approving, couscience ha 
rewarded me, and even misfortune has reste 
lightly on my head. While you confess that 
in your wanderings you have had no peace, | 
can truly say that my peace has been as th 
river, unruffled by a wave, undisturbed by 
storm. Truly wisdom crieth aloud, ‘How Jon 

ye simple ones will ye love simplicity, and foo 
bate nnowledge.’ i 
W. Brattleboro, Vt- 


c.we 


AFTERWARD. 

St. Paul says that God punishes his childre 
‘ for their profit that they may be partakers 6 
his holiness.’ If such be the fact, can ne pu | 
ish any of them endlessly? Could they de 
rive any profit from heing tormented to all et 
nity? Certainly not. If doomed to endh 
sinning.and suffering, could they thereby b 
come partakers of God’s holiness? Impossible 
Again the apostle says, ‘ no chastening fort 
present seemeth tobe joyous, but grievol 
nevertheless afierward it yieldeth the peace 
{fruit of righteousness to them who are exe 


| 
| 
| 


~ guil wars and wrangling. What one approves, an- 


ae 


ed thereby.’ Now suppose their chastening,or 
ounishment, were absolutely endless—could it 
afterward yield the peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness tothem who were exercised thereby ? Or 
eould there be any ‘ .1ftertward’ to that duration 
that never ends? Most surely not. What is 
the conclusion from the declarations of the 
apostle above quoted? ‘Hither the apostle was) 
mistaken, «r endless punishment is not true ?— 
Mag. §+ Ady. | 
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‘Consistency.—One would suppose, from the pro:| 
fessions of infidels, from their denunciations of those 
who believe in divine revelation, and their attempts} 

| 


to point out inconsistency anc absurdity in that reve-) 


: ee eat 
lation, that every thing among themselves, was in 


perfect harmony, consistency and unanimity. 


what are the facts in the case, we find as much dis- 
cord, wrangling, inconsistency and diversity of opin- 
ion among them, as can be charged upon christians} 
and christianity. In reference to the character of 
Jesus Christ, not unfrequently, they are hotly at log- 


lof the true prophet by the edge'of the sword? 


But|| 


when we come to look at the matter and ascertain) 


wrong he will fee] wrong and act wrong, and all the feel-| 
ings of his heart, and acts ofhis life will be imbued with 
the spirit of his faith. Look at the ten thousand differ- 
ent systems of religion, that exist in the world andyou 
will find it true without an exception, that the devotees | 
of each, feel and act justas they think. Does not the 
Mahometan think that he is bound to support the cause 
And does 
he not feel and act ashe thinks? Do not pagans think 
that they are in duty bound to cast their bodies beneath} 
the wheels of the car ef Juggemaut? And do they not 
actas they think? Does not the Roman Catholic think 


\that he is bound to make confession, and do penance? 


and does he not as he thinks? Do not the popular relig- 
jionists ofthis country think, they are in danger of hell, 


and that souls around them are in danger also? And do 


\they notfeel and act, according to the thoughts of their| 


hearts? The reader is aware of the answer which truth| 
must ever give to these queries, In all these cases it is 
seen and known, that faith has aninfluence; and thatthe 
feelings of the heart and the acts of the hands, are regula- 
ted by those habits of thinking in which men indulge.| 
| Will it be said then that faith in a common father, can 
‘have no influence? that man can think upon that subject) 
|without affecting either their feeling or their conduct? Jf, 
\the faith of the Mahometan, the Pagan, the Catholic and 
the Limitarian can be seen in the feelings and actions of 
\those that believe; why in the name of common sense 


gerheads. One thinks him ‘the meek and lowly car. 
penter’s Son;’ and another considers him intolerant, | 
and affirms that ‘he would have persecuted, and es:| 


tablished his dectrine by force, had he not been pre-' 


vented by the Jewsand Romans.’ One thinks him 


i] 
i 
mild and peaceful, requiring men to do as they would | 
| 


be done by ; and another, that he is unkind and vin- 
dictive, a'seditious fellow and a promoter of discord 
and disunion in societies, and even in families.— 
And in reference to other things there is equal incon. 
sistencency, diversity of opinion, and even goose- 


other condemns ; what one thinks is right, another 
considers wrong. And thus the war goes on j—and 
yet, these same infidels are belaboring themselves 
io make chuistians reject the sacred book which they 
term inconsistent and absurd, for the purpose of— 
what ?—why, of being involved in still greater in- 
consistency and absurdity ! A high and noble 
object truly! But they are so much given to incre- 
dulity, that we do not believe they have any expect. 
ation of being successful in their efforts. And even 
if they are, the question would arise, what would 
the world gain by it? If nothing, it were better 
that mankind should continue to be chtistians. 
R. OW. 


“The person who habitually contemplates all man- 
kind as children of one common tather, and ap- 
pointed to one common destiny, cannot be a per- 
secutor or a bigot. He «may see much error, 
which he may lament, and much misconduct, 
which he may pity; but a generous affection, to- 
wards the whole human race will dilate his heart. 
T’. Southwood Snuth. 


We cornmend the above extract to the especial notice 
of those who are in the habit of harping upon the old 
theme ofan évil moral influence, in that systern of faith 
which presents God in the character of an universal 
Pather, and all men as brethren. We ask then before 


| uence? 


‘should it be said that christian faith will not have its in- 


versalists ought to uct ard feeling as Universalists ought 
tofeel? Depend uponit kind reader it is as true of Uni- 
versalism as any thing else, that, ‘us a man thinketh so 
is he.’ 


founded, and truly is it said, that ‘the man who habitual- 
iy contemplates mankindfas children of a common father 
and appointed to one Common destiny cannor be a per- 
secutor or a bigot.’ Jt is impossible that it should be so, 
for sneh thoughts and contemplations will as certainly 
ard infallibly purge out the spirit of persecution and of 
bigotry as fire will purge the dross from gold Now kind 


jxeader we wish you to examine the history of the world 


fora few moments, and see if you do not find fac’s to 
speak in accordance with these remarks, 
been “persecutors on earth who have reared the stake 
andlighted the faggot, and lifted the thong and the axe. | 
There have been enough of those, but among them all, 
was there one who ‘babitually contemplated mankind as 
children of one common Father, and appointed to one 
common destiny?” In every age from the commence- 
ment of the christian era,there have been some who have 
thus contemplated God and their followers, and if it 
had been possible for such aman to be a persecutor,, 


furnishing an instance. But such an instance cannot be 
found. With the history of ages of blood and persecu- 
tion in view, we fearlessly challenge the world to point 
out one solitary instance of the kind: and we charge home 
upon partial views of God’s grace, the sin of having nurs- 
ed and nourished and brought up, every persecutor 
whose deeds of darkness stain the pages of earth’s pol- 
luted history. This is the ‘mother of them all.’ 

Another thing. ‘Ifa man say that he loves God and 
hateth his brother he is aliar and the truth is notin 
him.’ Ifa man says that he believes. mankind are all 
ciildren of one common Father and appointed to one 
common destiny, arid yet indulges aspirit of persecution 


they dismiss the subject to reflect seriously whether the 
sentiment therein contained has notits foundation in 


sober truth. Itis founded upon the principle that faith 


has an influence upon {the heart and upon the conduct. |}je¢vers and who are not. 


and bigotry,’ he also is a liar and the truth is not inhim, 
for such a man cannot be a bigot or a persecutor. Here 
then we have a criterion by which to decide who are be. 


Or®why should it be thought that men can} 
think as Universalists, think, without also acting as Uni-| 


Upon this broad principle the extract aboye quoted is; 


There have} 


eighteen hundred years would not have passed without} 


terion of judgment. Reader have a care lest ‘being 
weighed inthe balance ye be found wanting.’ 
L. 


D. W. 


Mr. Canrierp agartx.—We have just reada few 
remaiks from the pen of this gentleman, by way of 
reply to ourarticle, published a few weeks since, 
asking him te show us the the ‘facts’ connected with 
that system which, he thinks, is better than chris- 
tianity. And though he has said that ‘evasion and 
sophistry belong neither tohim nor to any of his 
friends ;’ yet we find, to all appearance—we may be 
mistaken—the use of much sophistry, and a studied 
evasion of the question proposed. When he said 
‘ faith was substituted by facts, and hope exchanged 
for realities,’ we wished to know what these ‘facts’ 
and, realities’ are, which are better than the ‘dream’ 
—if he pleases soto call it—of christianity. On 
the one hand, there are faith and hope—a Supreme 
Being, and a happy immortality for all mankind, are 
the objects of faith and hope. These, in our view, 
are ‘facts’ and ‘realities’-—in his view ihey are aWl 
adream. Well, we are not particular about the 
name; itis the thing that we are after. 


These are 
‘pleasant, full of consolation, and have been ‘ rich- 
y,’ very ‘richly enjoyed.’ On the other hand, Mr. 
Canfield says he has ‘truth; but the query is, what 
is that truth? What propositions or things has he, 
in his system, that are true? And what true propo- 
\Sitions that are more ‘pleasant,’ that afford more 
jconsolation, or have been more ‘richly enjoyed’ than 
the faith of the sincere christian! The mind is not 
satisfied with the general declaration that he has 
‘truth’ on his side—we want that truth specified, de- 
veloped, distinctly expressed, and made clear to our 
understanding. Every visionary fanatic will declare 
that he has trRutH in his system, without any mix- 
ture of error; but that declaration is idle, and will 
scarcely be believed, unless he tells what that truth 
1S. x 
Mr. Canfield appears inclined to challenge us ‘to 
enter the lists’ of controversy with him; but we 
haye no inducement, and cannot therefore consent, 
to do it, unless we are nrst assured of gaining some- 
thing better, in case he should prove our system false. 
If we are now dreaming and ‘ richly enjoy’ a ‘ pleas- 
ant dream,’ it would be unkind to wake us up, un- 
less, awakened, we can see some object that will af- 
ford more rich enjoyment then our ‘pleasant dieam.’ 

If he will shed upon us the the light and glory of his 
better system, and let us see some of his choice 
‘facts’ and ‘realities’ we should be more inclined to 
‘enter the lists’ with him. We would that he would 
demonstrate the ‘ truth’ of his assertion, that ‘the 
spirit of controversy, evasion and sophistry belong 
not to him.’ If he cannot dream, he can lay before 

us some of those facts which he has in his posses 

sion, and which are so valuable in the advancement 

of human happiness. And if he will do it, we will 

try to avoidthe use of those ‘uncourteous declara- 

tions’ of which he complains. Shall we be gratified 

in this respect ? R. 0. W, 


AN EASY METHOD OF RUBBING UP OLD CHRISTIANS. 
Fhe following brief extract is taken fiom a letter 
recently appeared inthe New York Evangelist. It 
is from the pen’ of one Joel Fisk, and professes to 


There: areya: thousand causes 


_ fAs aman thinketh, so is hey’ Thus said the great apos-!| whichmay lead men to profess this'faith or that, but pro 
tle to the gentiles’ and experience, and observation bearliyessions are not always to be trusted, ‘By their fraits! Many christians, by reading the works of 


give an account of'a wonderful revival in. Essex 
INGE 


2 


Doddridge, Baxter, Flayel, Edwards, 
ers, had the fallow ground of their hearts bro- 


kea up anew, and a deeper work of grace, 


wroughtin their souls. Some for awhile gave 


up all hope of acceptance with God, and likes 


the anxies sinner cried for mercy—and whe: 


they found merey they evidently had that unc-} 


tion froin the Holy One, which they never hac 
before. 


So then, it appears that ‘ by reading such works as 
Doddridge, Baxter, Flavel, Wdwards’—and not the} 


Bible—the fallow ground was broken up, in the| 


hearts of some old barren christians, the rust was} 
rubbed off, and they were made to feel a deeper work) 
of grace in their souls. An easy method truly of re 
newing old stale christians !: There is a power in| 
the writings of such men as are named above, far 
more efectual in converting people to the belief of 
endless misery, and recruiting lukewarm and lifeless 
christians, than the writings of the patriarchs, 
prophets and apostles. 
are a dead letter in the performance of this work, 
when compared with tho searching works of Bodd- 
ridge, Baxter, Flavel, and Edwards. 


There is another point in the. above extract that 


‘ Some.[old christians] for 


culls for a few remarks. 
a while gaveup all hope of acceptance with God, 
and like the anxious sinner cried for meroy.’ This 


showsthe instability of their hopes—and the muta- 


bility, of the foundation on which they rest. Til 
ss | 
proves—just what we have frequentiy said of be jj 


lievers in endless misery—that they have no posi- 
diye assurance that they thaémselves will ever be 
saved. Attimes,in the fulness of their presump: |} 


but when! 


tion, tue¢y may think themselves secure’; 
they seriously refiect on the matter, there,are doubts 
aud disressing fears that comp over them, like a 


rushing torrent, and overwhelm their minds in’ des- 
pair. Andthen, though they have once ,been con 
verted and regenerated as they imagine, they ‘ cry 
for mercy like the anxious sinner.’ Where then is 
their hope ?—where their evicence of individual sal- 
vation? and what better is their condition, than 
that of him who is ‘ without hope and without God 
in fhe world?’ It is the natural tendency of endless; 
misery to involve its believers in occasional seasons 
of despair, And at best they have only presumption 
of their final salvation—they arrogateto themselves 
* two chances,’ and they have need of two and more 
than twochances. On the principles of their faith, 
there is soljttle reliance to be placed on their chan- 
ces, that they need all they can get; and then they 
can have no positive assurance of ever being saved. 
We do not envy them nor their chances. We do 
not find in their system that bread of God thatis cal- 
culated to satisfy the hungry soul. We would rath 
er have one assurance—one Certainty on the tie 
principles of the gospel, than all the thances they 
have ever been able to find. And we would re- 


commend to them, if they wish to 1id themselves 


The sacred records in fact,|) 


ltain his postamidst the terrible. ‘desolations’ of 
ithat ‘pagan’ town—a town which, ignorant as it is, 
Jhas atleast furnished two Presidents of the United! 
jStates, and olber citizens of distinguished: reuk! 


charge by evidence. 
wrested the attention of the citizens of Quincy gen- 


{Committee of eleven, of whom Hon. John Quiucy} 


‘ers upon the Exeemive Committee of the Mizsion- 
jary Society for having published his slanderous 


of their fits of doubt and despair, to embrace the 
gospel, ‘ the truth as it in Jesus’—the final salvation 
of all men through the appointed mcans. In this 


> 


ie hoe i 


induced it, we give below. 
Banner. 


upon him. 


sume craft to take heed to their ways. 


| We say nothing of the motives—they may be! 
the autodox Missionary 
Societies to create funds, for sending out and sup-) 


vood—which imdauce 


porting preachers of their denoniination in most 


orders, aud where, cousequently, autodoxy is 
weak; but we do think there is too often extabit- 
ed, amongst User Missiounries ihns forced jute 
iowns, a disposition to slander the characters of 
ihose places where they find themselves unable 
to accoinplish their purposes. 

We bave a case before us now, of a somewhat 
more thau ordinary interest: We alludete the 
Rev. Mr. Cornell, a preacher employed by the 


vrossly to slander the town in general, und the 


lar. ‘That Report, with comments, by the Execu- 
tive Comantice, was officially published some 
weeks since, in which it was represented, thatial- 
though Quincey had had a nominal ministry for 
150 years, yethe had found many families in towu| 
which had uot been visiied by a niimsier for! 
iwenty years, and who, consequently, were gross 
iy ignorant of the Bible and the way of salva- 
tion. Indeed, without discrimination, they were 
declared to be ‘s iguorntas pigans’ Asa re-! 
ward for such representations, an appropriation 
of $200, from the finds ofthe Missionary Society, 
was made ta Mr. Cornell, to euable him to maiv- 


and talents’ 


Ov the appearance of the Report, Br. Whitte-| 
nore, of the ‘Lruimpet, noticed several extracts of 
the same, calling on Mr. Cornell to sustain’ his 
Whereupon the subject/ar- 


erally and produced a rational exeiteient. 
very full town ,meeting was held, at which aj 


Adains, late President of the U. S. was Chairman,| 
with a commission to investigate and report upon 
the subject, at an jadjourned meeting. In the! 
mean tine, the Committee procured the necessary | 
‘log ments, and sept a written communication to) 
Mr. Corneil, informing him of the position of af-) 
fairs, inviting him to be heard in self defence, and) 
to make his explanations. This correspondence, 
with the Report of the Committee, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Town, thereupon on the 2st ult. 
appear in several of the Boston papers atJeugth. 
We have not room for the proceedings. Suffice 
it to say, Mr. Cornell did not even atlempt to sus- 
tain his charge by evidence, as he was required to| 
do, made no confession of his error, but eundeavor- 
ed to shift the responsibility from his own should. 


Report. Having, therefore, failed to procure 


town meeting, held in Quincy Mass, with the causes that! 


pity for Mr. Cornell, who by his folly brought this censure | 
We trust the circumstances will afford a salu 
tary lesson of instruction, which will induce others of the} 


ofour towns, eve where most of the population | 
enjoy christian privileges in connexion with ouber 


Massachuseuts Missionary Sveiety to convert the; 
heathen of ie town ot Quincy, Mass. who in his) 
jiate Reportto the Board, toolsithe liberty most 


Pastors of orber Societies in'the place, in parucu-| 


iN. Y. 
A next. 


~ 


he Inhabitants of the town of Quin- 


Notwithstanding this, we doubt not the autedox 
will continue to sustain Mr. Cornell, and perad- 
|venture make a further appropriation of $200, to 
jenable him to carry on his work of siander. We 
rejoice that Br. Whittemore has exposed the mal- 
jconduct of this man, whose responsibiliiy the 
Missionary Society has seei fit to assume, and 
hope he will continue to expose spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places, whenever, and wherever it is 
itonud. The people will sustain bin, and be will 
be approved by the best aud most intelligent minds 
in the country. Our autodox brethren ought to 
know, that lawful as it may be for them to consid- 
jer towus destitute of antoox societies, as heathen 
places, aud to employ their funds to support Mis- 
|sionaries there for the purpose of breaking exist- 
ing societies, it is not lawful for their Missionaries 
\publicly to slander the inhabitants, as an act of 
jrevenge for not being able to accomplish their 
| purposes amongst them. ) ; 


| 
i : 
Mrnvres of THE HUDSON RIVER assoeraTioN.—The 
ministers and delegates composing this body, convened 
at Hudson N, Y. on Wednesday Sept, 9th 1835, and after 
uniting in prayer with Br. Job Potter, proceeded to or- 
ganize the council by électing, Br. T. J. Whitcomb, Mod- 
jerator and Br. H. Belding, Clerk. 

1. Chose Brs. William Whittaker, E. Masier and D. 


Van Horn, a commiiteee to arrange the order of publie 


services during the session. 

2. The committee of discipline reported that no cases 
fof complaint had been biought before them during the 
past year. Accepted. 

3. Appointed Brs. I. D. Williamson, H/ Belding, and 
Whittaker, a committee to receive requests for ordina- 
tion and letters of fellowship, during the present ses 
sion. : 

4) Appointed Brs. T. J. Whitcomb A. Gates and Wm. 
Whittaker, a committee of Discipline for the ensning 
year, 

6. On motion of Br. I. D. Williamson it was unanim- 
ously resolved, that there shall be three quarterly confer- 
ences of this Association, between this time and the 
next annual session. The first to be held in Lansingburgh 
on the second Wednesday and Thursday of Dec. 


Adjourned till Thursday morning. 

Met according to adjournment and prayers were offered 
by Br. E. E. Guild. : 

6. The commitiee on ordination and fellowship re- 
ported in favour of conferring ordination on Br. Maxcey 
B. Newell. 

The report was accepted. 

7. Appointed Brs. I. D. Williamson and T. J. Whit- 
comb (Ministers) Br. E. Murdock and J. Burton [Lay- 
men} delegates to attend the session of the New York 
State Convention to be held dt Auburnon the 4th Wed_ 
nesday and Thursday in May 1836. These delegates were 
authorised to appoint substitutes in case of inability to 
attend. . ¢ 
8. Br. H. Belding was*appointed to deliver the next oc- 
casional discourse before this Association. 

9, Voted, That Br. H. Belding prepare the Minutes of 
this Association for publication, and accompany the 


from Mr. C.a plain act of justice, the ‘Committee 
made a Report adverse to his charac'er as a man 
of truth and peace, aud proposed a Resolution, 


same with a circular. : 
Prayer was offered by/Br. Whitcomb and the Associa- 
tion adjourned to meet at Schenectady N. Y. on the 2d 


condemnatory of his course, which was adopted. 
The following is the Resolve, as offered by John 


they will find, not only an abiding hope, but an in- 
ducement to perseverance in ‘every good word and 
work.’ 


Quincy Adams, Cia rman of the Committee: 
‘Resolved, That the article published in. the 


Andafter they are once converted to this|newspaper, called the Trumpet, ofthe first of Au- 


faith, they will be likely to remain so; and conse-|2US4 purporting to be an extract from a Report o 


quently will not need a reconversion every few S 


May God have mercy on their souls. 


R. O W, 


months. 


ev. Mr, Cornell to the Massachusetts Missionary 


Annual Report of that Society, contains state- 


Wednesday and Thursday in Sept. 1836. 
T. J, Wuitcoms, 
H. Bevvine, 
{, [Circular next week.] 
ORDER OF PUBLIC SERVICES. 
Wednesday morning. Prayer by H. Belding. Sermon 


Moderator. 
Clerk. 


veiety, and first published in the Thirty-sixth}}by 1. D. Williamson from Gen. xiv. 15 


Afternoon, Prayer by Br. M. B. Newell. Sermon by Br. 


ments gravely affecting the moral and religiousl|L. C. Marvin, Text Acts xxiv. 14, 15. 


! 


cy, and wholly destitute of truth, or of a reasonable - 

: ? - 
It is taken from the Gospel Joundation. 
We presume it will be read with interest and | 


- il eal pT cw eR Eee = wd! 
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Lveaing,. Prayer byBr. , GS) Brown, Sermon by Br. 
J. Potter, Text,Matt. vi, 9: 10. 
Thursday morning. Prayer by Br, Win. E. Manley.—| 
Sermon by Br. C. L, Brown, Text Mark v. 34. 
Afternoon. Prayer by Br. [..D, Williamson. 
by Br. H. Belding from Tim. iv. 10. 


Evening Ordination service. 


Sermon 


7... Ordaining prayer by Br. T. J. Whitecmb, Charge and 


Prayer byBr. S.C. Bulk-| 
lwy. Sermon by Br. L Di Williamson, Text 1. Tim ii. | 


praying ahd extiorting. It consisted in little an-) 


4! 
ecdotes, iu frigntfal descriptions of God aud hell,| 

at 
land of attempts to work upon the ‘passions ofthe) 
i 


ignoraut. T heard “no great truths of the gospel | 


illustrated and enforced ; no duty set forth and 
. ‘ a i 
impressed upon the hearts no vice exposed and: 


‘reprobated. The preachers, it is true, talked) 


Hand of fellowship by Br. Wm. E. Munley. 

Ministering brethren present. T. Ji Whitcomb Sche- 
nectady. H. Belding Deanesburgh. Job Potver, Coop 
erstowny. L D. Willianison Albany. 1, C. Marvin New 
ak iN. J. S Co Balkeley N. Yorks €.- S: Brown Lisle: 
Willigm Whittaler Hudson; Maxcey B. Newell Berlin. 
k. E. Guild, Clinton, William B. Manley do! 

Lay delegates. A. D. Shepherd and B. F. Smith Alba- 


D. Van Mor, Deunesdurgh, B. Heeling, Seratoga- E. 
* * 
Vows, Charleton, 


Mi XTINGS, 


A ure 
© Ads ie 


x 


Oriziual. 


thodist Camp Meeting in’ Wilbraham, Mass. anc 
> witnessed forthe first time in mnylife, the wéis-| 
vres adopted at sach meetings, for the spread o} 
Methodism. When f on the Comp 
| greuud, the tents were filled with people, engae 


arrived 


r wl in religious exercises. In some tents, they were 
praying; in others singing; and im others exhort- 


| 


| 
} 


ing. ‘Phe prayers were boisterous wud declatha- 
tory; and the exiortations wild, heated aud tm- 
pussioned. Every thing that was said and done,! 
seemed to be with a view to excite the fuclings, to, 
alarm the fears, and induce people to come for-|| 
ward and geck au interest in the prayers ef God's 
people and Gods ministers. But lite effect how- 
The people.appeared to re- 


H 


ever, was prod iced, 


! 


| gardihe whole us the resultof a disordered fancy, 


| acrany zealand a Methodist manoeuvre. There 
was nothing moving in the exercises. The pray- 


Ters were cold aud heartiess, destitute of that feel- 


ing which alone can make them reach the heart, 
wud wake up the spirit of elevation, ‘Phe samc 
i true of the exhortations, and even the singing, 
whictr among tre Methodisis is usually full of el- 
evatios, was dull aud fifeless, living nove of that; 


warmth and pewer, which thrill an assembly. 
The -people looked languid and dejected, as 
though worn out in the toil, noise and confusion 
ofthe meeting. Isaw none rapturous and filled] 
with emotions of joy; none rejoicing as though 
inspired with the bright hopes of the gospel.— 


“Neither did I see any groating under couviction, 
agonizing and pleading for an interest in the 
prayers of God’s people, ‘The whole affair seem- 
ed to be an entire failure, Jt is true, saw one 
woman, lay apparently lifeless upon the ground, 
who was said to be under the influence of the} 
spirit. She breathed quick, her cheeks. were 
highly flushed, and she appeared to be gready 
exhausted. Whethershe wasa sinner under con- 
viction, or a saint being sanctified, or a ‘stool pig- 
eon’ to catch others Lam unable to say. I have 
heard that an bundred are gaid to have been cou- 
verted during the meeting; but an hundred con-| 

| yerts made by such measures as I witnessed on 


éelivyry of the Scriptures by. Br L. C. Marvin, . Right}: 


ion consisted in kneeling at their aliar, and asking) 


ay. D. M. Mocre, Schenectady, BE. Masier, Hudson,— |: 


lalmost every measure adopted on the occasion. | 
{ 5 
Bassas Kprrors.—ti attended lust week a Me-/The people seemed to undersiand the manoeuvre-| 


Hhorseracii 


laboutrepentance and conversion, heaven aud hell, 
‘God and the devil, religion aud irreligion. But) 
they seemed to think, that conversion aud relig-| 


an interest in their prayers; that opposition to God | 
i . . . . i 
lwas opposing their measures; aud that si consis: 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
) 


feliu refusing to obey their mandates. 


The praying circle, at the conclusion of the sers 


The peaple would not come 


mon, was a failure, 
forward. ‘Che ministers saug, and prayed, and) 
laxhorted, and besought, apd warned, and threat.! 
F ned; still the people held back. 'Phey were not) 
ldisposed to figure according to the commanding! 


of Methodist parsons, and such was the fate of 


Hing; and while they pitied the ignorance and folly 
lofihese Who attempted to work upon their pass) 
sions aud excite their fears, they were far froin) 
Jecting disposed to commit either theirsouls or| 


jagentin the great cause of emancipation from spiritual 


bodies to thei keeping. 


Whilc these things were gofig en at the Camp 


engaged in every species ef iniquity. 


wv, OF 
nS 


Ad- 


tnitting therefore, that un bundred converts were 


ing—every thing ainvost except murdering, 


attending the imeeting must far overbalance We 
good. St will temd to enlarge the kingdom of 
wickedness, to strengthen its: foundations and its 
iuiwarks, rather than advance the cause of virtue, 
for this evil, the Methodists are accountable; and 


if they are frieuds to the public good, they wilas- 


franele with so mueh evil. 


ly a year passes, but what we hear of more or less 


We be- 


seech them to pause and consider. 


0 


Acamp meeting took place in Northbridge Mass. 


us well as preaching. One man, according to tbe 


'Woonsocket Falls Patriot, had several of his ribs 
| . . 3 
broken, some were iiprisoued, some wete ufier- 


wards released—the riot act was read, and ‘in the 
name of the Conimonwealh of Massachusetts,’ the 
rioters were ordered to disperse, which they did 
when they gotready, and notbefore. The Patriot, 
a paper friendly to the Methodists, gives the fol- 


lowing asa portion of the remarks of one of the! 


preachers. tle called the ricters the ‘tag end of all 
base and hellish characters that could be found in 
the world”. He observe, ‘that ifthe very devil him- 


iself, direct from te blackest corner of the bottom: 


less pit, should happen to find himself in the com- 
pany of these infamous rioters, he would instantly 
flee for the safety of his own reputation !| 

' Good, my lord, exceding good !—hut it looks as 
ifthou wert a litile more passionate than pious 


that occasion, would be enough to ruin acommon 
eause, 


’ 
op 


} 


jost at the time of 
ual sentiments. ~~ 


* 


: ie 
The preaching was of ue same stamp with the! 


ground, the multitude, whieh surrounded it were 
‘There was 


uubling, drinking, fighting, swear-| 


inade, that they will prove good aud wue, the evil} 


suredly discontinue such meetings—-meetings: 
Riots are common at’'Camp Meetings. Scarce-|| 


riotous proceedings attending such meetings.|! 
Here isanother reason why Methodists should dis-| 
continue them. Let then read the following,|! 
. ' ¢ 
which we copy from a secular paper, and see it! 
they can then justify camp meetings, 


last week, at whieh there were riot and coufusion! 


and 16th] of October next. 
uttering these spirited, of spirit-|, 


Suartspury anp,Bennrxecron, Vr. We have been 
greatly pleased with a recent visit to these places, where 
our indefatigable Br. W. Skinner labours in word and in 
doctrine. The societies here are young,’ but strong in 
faith and zealous in the good work. At South Shaftsbu- 
ty our friends have furnished themselves with an elegant 
Stone Church which is filled with attentive listeners to 
the word, and in every sense, the good cause of truth 
may be said to be prosperous, At North Bénnington we 
were pleased to see the frame of anew meeting house al- 
ready np and the work of finishing in rapid progress. It 
is expected to be completed during the present fall. So 
mighuly giows the word of the Lord and believers are 
‘Bless the Lord Oh! my soul, and all that is 
1D. Ww. 


multiplied. 
within me bless his holy name,’ 


X 


oy 


ANOTHE CONVERSION IN THE minsistry.—Hlder John 
Finn, who for more than twenty-five years has preached 
among the Baptists the doctrine of a partial salvation, has 
lately embraced and commenced preaching the doctrine 
Br. T. J. Crow, in a letter to the 
/publisher of the Messenger and Universalist, says, ‘It is 
jabout eight years since this Br, began to paywmore espec 
jial attention to this sentiment. For twenty-five years he 


i 
| 


of universal galvation, 


i} . ; - . . 
was engaged occasionally in preaching the salvation of a 


part of mankind, but now sees the Gospel in its fulness. 
| 


|How true it is that our peace and joy will be in proportion 
to our faith and love! Faith for al? and love,to all, must 
indeed give joy unspeakable and fall of glory. Mey Heav- 
en prosper our Br. It is hoped he will be .an efficient . 
I 1 ow 

pondage.’-—Mag. 


| 


Ba. M. H. Surra.-—Br. M. G' Smith has request: 
ud and received a dismission from his pastoral charge 
of the Universalist Socfety in, this place (Hartford.) 
\flis connexion with the society expires-on the 4th 
Sabbath inst. In consequence of ill health ho found 
Hit impossible to perform his pastoral duties and hence 


i 


| 


was induced to request a dismission from the society, 
He designs removing to Roxbury Mass. where his 
| family will remain for a season—to which pl ce he- 
| wishes all letters &c. designed for him, to be ‘direct 


1} . 
led. 


ry 


The General Convention of Universalists in the 
United States held its ffiieth annual session in this 
place (Hartford) on, Wednesday and. Thursday of the 
present week. QOurpaper goes to press at too early 
a period to speak more at length onthe subject at this 
{ Further particulars will bedefcrred until next 


t 
time. 


4 


Paes on 


| Br. John M. Spear will preach at Somers Ct. next 


| Sabbath. 


iH 
Br. Bugbee of Guilford Vt. will preach at Granby 
Yon the 3d Sabbath in Sept. 


There will be. preaching on the 3d sabbath at 
Broadbrook. 


There willbe preaching at Hitchcocksville on the 
third Sabbath mst. * 


There will be preaching at Durkam on Friday eve- 
ning 26thinst, at Killingworth on Sunday the 27th, 
and at Upper Middletown oh Monday 28th. 


There will be preaching at Northfield on the third 
Sabbath inst. 


The Connecticut State Convention of Universal- 
ists will holdits annual session, in Barkhamsted, Ct. 
on the 2d Wednesday and following Thursday {14th 


} 


i 


| 


. MHL Sain, | 


Standing Clerk. 
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THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER AND GOSPEL ANCHOR 


BOBCAT. 
Evening Hour. 
Sweet evening hour, sweet evening hour ! 
That calms the air, and shuts the flower ; 


That. brings the wild bee to its rest, 
The infant to its mother’s breast. 


Sweet hour that bids the laborer cease, 

That gives the weary team release, 

And leads them home, and crowns them there 
With rest and shelter, food and care. 


O, season of softsounds and hues, 
Of twilight walks among the dews, | 
Of feelings calm, and converse sweet, 
And thoughts too lovely to repeat ! 


¥es, lovely hour ! thou art the time 
When feelings flow and wishes climb ; 
When timid souls begin to dare, 

And God receives and answers prayer. 


Then trembling through the dewy skies, 
Look.out the stars like thoughttul eyes 
Of angels, caim reclining there, 
And gazing on this world of care. 


i 


Sweet hour ! for heavenly musing mi1ade— 

When Isaac walked and Daniel prayed: 

When Abram’s offering God did own : 

And Jesus loved to be alone. 

AN APPEAL DIRECT. 

Reader! art thou a Universalist? Then hast thou 
much to say of the goodness of God—its.uni-| 
versality and unchangeableness. Upon this} 
broad and immovable foundation dost thou build 
thy faith—and, Dlessed'be the Father! the 
gates of hell shall not prevailagainst it. Well} 
mayest thou glory in this thrice blessed doc- 
trine, if thou hast received it into a good and 
honest heart, through’the dictates of a sound 
and rational understanding. Art thon a Uni- 
versalist? Then dost thou contend that this 
doctrine is supremely valuable, not only as af 


the purest consolations amidst all the duties 
and trials of life, but as furnishing also the on-| 
ly legitimate and the safest motives for filial] 
love towards the Almighty Father and a frater- 
nal affection towards mankind, his creatures. 
Thou beholdest, in the Jove of God, the only 
cause of love in the human heart; and often art, 
thou heard to maintain the purifying tendency! 
of the faith thou dost possess. We pray thee,| 
then, be consistent. ° Prove all this by thine 
own life. Benot of the number of those who! 


are heard to'say, ‘Lord, Lord ; but’do not the] 


will of our heavenly Father.’ 
sest the most purifying doctrine which the earth| 
evet knew, evince its influence over thine own 
heartand actions. ‘l’o whatever degree thou! 
comest short of this, to the same degree dost} 
thou substract from those demonstrable eviden-! 
ces which the world can never gainsay., A Uni-| 
versalist, who lives according to the spirit of} 
another creed—a partial system—is, of all mor- 
tal beings, the most inconsistent one in the] 
world. To hate and maltreat, whom he be- 
lieves God does not hate or injure—to invoke 
the fires of endless damnation on an offending 
brother, when hiscreed does not allow him to 
believe that God will damn him forever,is surely 
an inconsistency, of which no reasonable Uni- 


i 


tion against the doctrine. 


|subject. 
the revelation which God has made of his love} 


| Before thou condemnest it altogether, and on 


jand requisition of the system, the tendency of 
| which thou wouldst truly ascertain. 


|ble goodness—and for the space of twenty-four 


fording the most exalted encouragements and| 


As thou profes- | 


trine we profess will remove the inducements to 
virtue, and the restraints upon vice. In short, 


If really, thou believest thus, after a candid ex- 
amination of the subject, we will not condemn 
thee. But one’ request we have to makes, be- 
fore thou passest sentence of final condemna- 
It is not, that thou 
wouldst inquire what reasou teaches on the 
It is.not, that thou wouldst look into) 


towards the children of men. These things 
might require an efert too laborious for thee to 
render at our humble call. It is simply this.— 


tthe ground ‘already suggested, thou wouldst 
|make the following experiment. Live for one 
day—but a single day—according to the spirit 


‘God as the fountain of universal and immuta- 


hours strive to ‘be perfect even’ as thy Father 
which is in heaven is perfect,’—in other words, 
imitate the Standard of perfection, as far as in 
you lies, according to its glory as embraced 
land recommended by Universalists. Try this, 
jin its influences upon the heart in moving its 
|best affections towards God and towards man ; 
jand if, during the day as it passes, thou shalt 
say, thine heart has become harder, thine affec- 
tions colder, and thy coneuct more criminal; if,| 
at the close of it, thou shalt say, thou arta 
worse man than thou wast in the morning, theo 
shalt thou have full liberty to bear witness to 
its licentious tenden¢y, and consequently to its 
falsehood. But until thou hast made some such 
trial, and can speak by experience, in a practi- 
cal way, whereof thou wouldst affirm, we 
charge thee—we solemnly charge thee, before 
God and tne elect angels—that thou hast.acare 
how thy tongue speaks against that which 
thou knowest nothing about, lest thou be found 
fighting against God. 

We ask no favour tor our doctrine other than 
shall be found due upon a practical test of its 
influences and tendencies. Quarrel as: the 
world may about theories—speculations which 
reach not below the head—we are willing that 
every system should be brought to this test— 
‘by their fruits ye shall know them ;’ andif it 
shall be found, that the ‘grace of God which 
\bringeth salvation to all men,’ does not teach} 
that ‘denying ungodliness and every worldly 
lust, we should'live soberly, righteously and 
godly in this present world;’ but that on the 
contrary, it leads to revenge, malice, strife, and 
every evil communication, we will give up the 
contest, retire from the field, prostrate our Ban- 
ner in'the dust at the feet of our enemies, erase 
‘Salvation’ from. its folds and assume every yoké 


i 
i 
| 
| 


i 


thou believest that it is of a licentious tendency. |) 


Consider} 


‘tion among our brethren in 


verse. Their fathers had killed the prophets, _ 
‘and they were to fill up the measure by crucifying 
Christ and persecuting his followers. 

What ‘damnation of hell’ was this which they 
could not escape? Read the 35th verse. ‘That 
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
unto the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, 
whom ye slew between'the temple and the altar.’ 
The prophet Jeremiah and our Lord both refer- 
ed to the same punishment, i.-e. temporal calam- 
lues coming on the Jéwish nation, which pun- 
ishment was to take place before that generation 
had passed away from the earth. 

It seems that nearly all the orthodox critics, 
with the exception of Pearce and Theopbylact, 
have carried the meaning of the word Gehenna 
in this passage, into the future world. But for 
what reason, we are not informed. We can see | 
uo justice whatever in such an interpretation, 
especially if the words of Parkhurst are true 
which we have quoted above. The ancient 
prophets had foretold the punishment of the 
Jews as a nation, under the emblem of Gehenna, 
and Jesus speaks of itin the same manner.— 
The comparison is perfectly just, as he who ac- 
quaints himself with the history of Jerusalem’s 
destruction, will perceive.—Star § Uni. 


South Carolina Comvention of Universal« 
ists. 

The annual meeting of this Convention is 
appointed to be holden at Hartford Meeting- 
House, in Newberry District, 8. C. on the Fri- 
day before the first “Sunday in. October next, 
the 2d day of the month. Services may be ex- 
pected three days in succession. Sunday is 
appointed for the celebration of the Commun-. 
ion. The place of this meeting is three miles 
south of the Court House, convenient 1.0 ap- 
proach in every direction; and as it is centrally 


isituated. we hope to meet a general attendance 


of our brethren and friends frem all the adja- 
cent distrists; and it would be extremely grat- 
ifying if we could be favored with the services 
of some of our ministering brethren from other 
States. Strangers will find a cordial recep- 
the neighborhood 
of the Meeting-House. ; 
ALLEN FULLER, 

lerk of the Convention. 


- PMarvtages, 


In Chambersburg, Penn. in August last, Jason S- 
Wolcott Esq. to Miss: Emily Rockwell, both recent - 
residents of Hartford Ct. 

In Windsor, Mr. Erastus D. Hoskins, to Miss 


‘Louisa Allen, 


Deaths. 


which the ,task-masters of Partialism shall be 
pleased to bind apon our necks.— Gospel Ban- 
ner. 


In this city, [Hartford] on the 8th inst Mr. Wm. 
Clay, aged 39, 


Brief Comments. 
‘ Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can 
ye escape the damnation of hell? Matt. 23; 28, 
The word here rendered hell is in the original 


versalist will be guilty. Live the doctrine thou 
professest, and the world will become converts 


ous desires. 


outward and primary sense, relates to that dread- 


Gehenna, which according to Parkhurst ‘in: its|} 


ful doom of being burned alive in the valley of|8 removed to the room over E. Murdoek’s store, — 
to thy:doctrine according to allthy most gener-|Hinnom.’ The word damnation in this passage, }directly opposite the Eagle Tavern, South Mar- — 
according to Dr. Campbell and others, means} ket st. 


REMOVALS, ‘ 
THE OFFICE of the Inquirer and Anchor in Hartford, 
is removed to the building formerly owned ‘and oceus — 
pied by Mr. N. Ruggles in Main St. afew rods south — 
west of the State House square. i 


The office of the Inquirer and Anchor in Albany 


